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INTRODUCERE

Manastirea Neamt reprezinta cea mai importantd comunitate monahala de pe raza judetului
Neamt, localizatd mai precis In comuna Vanatori-Neamt, judetul Neamt, la circa 15 km Nord de
orasul Targu Neamt. Ea a existat de cand exista Moldova pentru ca Petru I Musat a ridicat prima
biserica din piatra unui schit care exista de multd vreme sub muntele Chiriacului. Aici s-au scris
primele manuscrise miniate si tot aici a fiintat cea mai vestita scoald de gramatici si caligrafi ai
neamului romanesc, datoritd cuviosului Gavriil Uricul (autorul celebrului Tetraevanghel miniat
in 1429, aflat in Biblioteca Bodleieand de la Oxford). Traditia aceasta va fi pastrata si in secolul
al XVIlI-lea de catre ucenicii staretului Paisie Velicicovski, copisti si caligrafi, care vor crea
adevdrate ,,0odoare” care au devenit sursa de inspiratie pana si pentru gravori si arhitecti. Ei au
fost cei care au adunat si scris cele aproape 19.000 de carti si manuscrise ale celebrei biblioteci a
manastirii Neamt.

Tot de aici, de la Neamt, se va raspandi si isthasmul paisian care va schimba viata monahala
in multe tari ortodoxe, daca tinem cont ca numai in Rusia se vor rdspandi in 117 manastiri si
schituri din 35 de eparhii!

Cei peste 600 de ani de istorie si rugaciune neintreruptd au facut ca titlul de lerusalimul
Ortodoxiei romdne sa fie un supranume meritat de cea mai mare manastire a Moldovei.

In lucrarea de fata, intitulati Manastirea Neamt in perioada 1918-1940. Aspecte istorice,
economice, culturale si religioase s-au abordat ample si diverse aspecte prin intermediul carora
s-a avut n vedere o conturare cat mai clard a evolutiei acestui asezdmant monahal in perioada
precizata mai sus. Lucrarea aduce numeroase elemente de noutate fatd de monografiile existente
care au studiat subiecte generale pe aceeasi temi’.

Noutatea stiintificd. Lucrarea de fatd isi propune cercetarea proceselor derulate in
manastirea Neamt si schiturile sale pendinte in perioada Romaniei Mari, pe baza unui ansamblu
masiv de documente inedite (circa 20.000 pagini) si publicate, ultimele fiind utilizate pana
acum destul de fragmentar — uneori la modul subiectiv, fapt ce reiese din literatura de
specialitate consultatd. Am cautat sd nu ne ldsdm ,,furati” de informatiile din documentele
inedite sau din presa vremii, incercand sa obtinem, pe baza analizei acestora si a coroborarii cu
lucrarile de specialitate consacrate subiectului, o reconstituire istorica obiectiva.

In mod concret, s-a incercat obtinerea unor informatii relevante privind identitatea ctitorilor
manastirii din perioada interbelica, Intinderea domeniului funciar, situatia manastirii la inceput
de secol XX pana in anul 1940, reparatiile si refacerile de care a beneficiat de-a lungul timpului,
cercetdrile arheologice intreprinse, diversitatea schiturilor manastirii etc.

Documentele studiate releva faptul ca acest lacas de cult, prin daniile obtinute de la ctitori,
a dobandit un important domeniu funciar, fapt care i-a conferit n Tara Moldovei o Insemnata
putere economica si spirituald. Petru I Musat, Alexandru cel Bun si Stefan cel Mare au fost primii
care s-a Ingrijit in chip firesc de manastirea Neamt pe care a indestulat-o cu toate cele necesare.
Rudele acestora si urmasii ctitorilor au continuat opera lui facdnd numeroase danii. Referitor la
ctitorii cel mai importanti, s-a reusit intocmirea listei acestora pe baza documentelor si a
Pomelnicelor care se pastreaza la manastirea Neamt.

In sfera contributiilor sociale si culturale s-au realizat intregiri asupra acestora prin
investigarea noilor informatii documentare si s-a cercetat amanuntit evolutia schiturilor supuse
manastirii Neamt de-a lungul vremii.

! Joan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, Mandstirea Neamy, lasi, 1981; N. lorga, Mdndstirea Neampului, Manastirea Neamt,
1925 Ioanichie Balan, Vetre de sihastrie romdneasca - secolele IV-XX, editia a II-a, Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune
al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, Bucuresti, 2001; Benedict Sauciuc, Mandstirea Neamt, vatra de spiritualitate si cultura
romaneasca, vol. I, Editura ,,Doxologia”, 2017 Irineu Craciunas, Mandastirea Neamy, lavra monahismului romadnesc, in
.MMS” nr. 5-6, 1962.Stefan Bals, Corina Nicolescu, Mandstirea Neamt, Editura Tehnica, Bucuresti, 1958;



Daca in privinta arhitecturii actuale a manastirii Neamt cele mai multe aspecte sunt deja
relativ cunoscute, in privinta istoricului reparatiilor, restaurarilor dar si a cercetarilor arheologice
se expun prin intermediul lucrarii de fatd informatii inedite.

In cadrul prezentului demers stiintific, au fost valorificate circa 550 de documente si scrieri
inedite, aflate in arhiva Manastirii Neamt, arhiva Manastirii Secu, Serviciile Judetene ale
Arhivelor Statului Neamt?, Biblioteca Manistirii Neamt, Biblioteca Sf. Sinod si Biblioteca
Universitard ,,Mihai Eminescu” din lasi. De la Manastirea Sihastria Secului mi s-a pus la
dispozitie, spre cercetare, un manuscris, de 340 de pagini, intocmit de arhimandritul Ioanichie
Balan, anume Monografia Sf. Manastiri Sihdstria (1655-1955), ramas panda in prezent
nepublicat’.

Documentele si alte inscrisuri care vor fi supuse cercetarii dateaza din perioada dintre anii
1918-1940 si vizeaza evolutia proprietatilor, a comunitdtii monahale dar si alte aspecte
administrative din viata manastirii Neamt si a schiturilor ascultatoare de aceasta. Pornind de la
cele reperate deja, se vor identifica si alte fonduri documentare mai putin sau deloc cunoscute.

Datele si interpretarile oferite de monografiile publicate pana in prezent nu acopera
evolutia manastirii in Intreaga ei complexitate, asa cum, de altfel, se intdmpla cu majoritatea unor
atare lucrari elaborate pentru alte agezaminte. Primele informatii privitoare la manastirea Neamt,
adunate compact, sunt reprezentate de cele zece carti ale arhimandritului Andronic Popovici,
elaborate intre anii 1863-1887 si rimase pand de curdnd in manuscris*. Urmitorii care s-a
preocupat mai Indeaproape de istoria manastirii Neamt au fost preotul Scarlat Porcescu si
arhidiaconul loan, prin monografia publicatd in anul 1981. Acestia au oferit informatii mai
documentate despre inceputul asezamantului monahal, punand la dispozitia publicului unele
insemndri continand diverse referinte despre stareti, schituri si patrimoniul bisericesc al
minastirii’.

Anterior, au mai avut preocupdri sporadice si secundare privind aceastd asezare
Melchidesec Stefanescu®, Narcis Cretulescu’, Nicolae Iorga®, George Bals® si Constantin
Tomescu'®. Despre rolul major pe care Paisie Velecicovschi l-a avut in revigorarea vietii

2 De la SJTAN Neamt au fost studiate documente din fondul Manastirea Neamt si Secu, inv. 604, privitoare la inventarul
manastirii.

3 Accesul la manuscris a fost asigurat de arhimandritul Petru Balan, céruia 1i multumim si pe aceasti cale.

4 Andronic Popovici, Istoria Sfintelor Mandstiri Neamt si Secu, vol. 1, Studiu introductiv pr. Dorimedont Badariu,
Transcriere si prelucrare text lon Gumenai, Chisinau, Ed. Lexon-Prim, 2016; Idem, Istoria Sfintelor Mandstirii Neamt si
Secu, vol. 11, cu Studiu introductiv de Dorimedont Badarau, transcriere si prelucrare text lon Gumenai, Chisinau, Editura
Lexon Prim, 2019; Idem, Istoria Sfintelor Manastirii Neamt si Secu, vol. III-IV, cu Studiu introductiv de Dorimedont
Badarau, transcriere si prelucrare text lon Gumenai, Chisinau, Editura Lexon Prim, 2020; Idem, Istoria Sfintelor Mandastirii
Neamt si Secu, vol. V, transcriere si prelucrare text [on Gumenai, Chisindu, Editura Lexon Prim, 2021.

3 Joan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, op. cit..

® Melchidesec Stefanescu, Notite istorice si arheologice adunate de la 48 de mandstiri si biserici antice din
Moldova, Bucuresti, 1885, p. 12-28.

7 Narcis Cretulescu, Inscriptiile Mandstirei Neamfu in ,,Arhiva. Organul Societatii stintifice si literare din Iasi”,
1909, p. 87- 90, 233-239 si 1910, p. 37-41, 86-88, 242.

8 N. Iorga, Istoria bisericii si a vietii religioase a romdnilor, ed. 11, vol. 1, Bucuresti, 1929, p. 244-245, 262.

° G. Bals, Bisericile si manastirile moldovenesti din veacurile al XVII-lea si al XVIII-lea, Bucuresti, 1933.

10 Constantin Tomescu, Scurtd povestire istoricd despre sf- mandstire Neamtul si despre asezdrile supuse ei (m-rea Secul
si schiturile: Vovidenia, Pocrov, Sihastria Sihla si Icoana). Cu 42 de clisee, Manastirea Neamt, 1942, p. 133-142.



monahale si crearea unei scoli de traducitori s-au preocupat Serghie Cetfericov!!, Ioanichie
Balan'?, Ion Ivan'3, Paul Mihail'#, Valentina Pelin'’ s. a.

In monografiile dedicate manastirilor Neamt'® si Secu!”, subiecte precum stabilirea lui
Paisie Velicicovschi la Secu apoi la Neamt, situatia obstii monahale si a proprietatii funciare, au
fost putin studiate, existand doar cateva referinte 1n scrierile lui Serghie Cetfericov, Episcopul
Nicodim'®, Valentina Pelin'® si Mihai Surubaru®.

O serie de aspecte privind evolutia proprietatilor Manastirii Neamt si Secu in secolul XX
au fost studiate de episcopul Nicodim Munteanu?!, care s-a documentat in vederea recuperirii
vetrel Inconjuratoare a pomenitelor lacasuri iar, mai tarziu, au intocmit lucrari despre acest
subiect Mihai Surubaru®? si Benedict Sauciuc?. De la Arhivele Nationale de la Piatra Neamt au
fost consultate fondurile Manastirea Neamt-Secu.

Pentru punerea in evidenta a unor aspecte ale perioadei dintre anii 1918-1940 a fost folosita
si arhiva Mitropoliei Moldovei si Bucovinei din Iasi, In cazul lamuririi anumitor aspecte ale
istoriei Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, dar si pentru a intregi gama de informatii privitoare la
evolutia manastirii Neamt, s-au folosit diferite lucrdri considerate generale sau speciale si
devenite, In urma documentarii, necesare.

Obiectivele cercetarii, pliate pe problematicile generale si specifice a celor patru
capitole ale tezei de doctorat, sunt formulate in vederea inventarierii, analizei si clarificarii
acestora, incercand aplicarea vechiului principiu latin sine ira et studio. Astfel, au fost luate in
calcul patru obiective, dupd cum urmeaza:

O1. Reconstituirea evolutiei organizdrii spatiale, a structurilor de conducere si a
activitatilor administrativ-edilitare, desfasurate la mandstirea Neamt si la schiturile pendinte in
perioada Romaniei Mari (1918-1940).

O2. Decelarea imprejurdrilor si a factorilor care au influentat evolutia regimului
proprietatilor Lavrei Neamtului (inclusiv a schiturilor sale aferente) in perioada interbelica.

0O3. Evidentierea activitatilor pastoral-misionare, culturale si filantropice ale slujitorilor
manastirii studiate, in perioada circumscrisa analizei.

O4. Reliefarea traditiilor invatdmantului de la manastirea Neamt din perioadele
premodernd si modernd (secolele al XVIIl-lea — al XIX-lea), continuarea acestor traditii, in
cadrul invatdmantului non-religios si religios in perioada Roméaniei Mari si schitarea unui
sumar background pentru reprezentantii corpului profesoral.

' Serghie Cetfericov, Paisie, staretul mandstirii Neamt: viata, invatatura §i influenta lui asupra Bisericii
Ortodoxe, editia a I1-a, Bucuresti, Editura Nemira, 2010.

12 Patericul romdnesc, editia a V-a, Editura Manastirii Sihastria, 2005, p. 290-315.

13 Joan Ivan, Actualitatea ,, Asezamdntului”’ stavetului Paisie Velicicovschi, in MMS, an. XXXIII, 1957, nr. 8-9, pp. 607-
610.

14 Paul Mihail, Staretul Paisie de la Neamt innoitorul monahismului, in MMS, an. XXXVIIL, 1961, nr. 5-6, pp. 409-417.
15 Valentina Pelin, Paisianismul in contextul cultural si spiritual sud-est si est european (sec. XVIII-XIX), editie
ingrijitd de Andrei Esanu, Valentina Esanu, Chisinau, Editura Pontos, 2014.

16 Constantin N. Tomescu, op. cit.; Ioan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, op. cit.

17 Macarie Ciolan, Mdndastirea Secu, lasi, Editura Mitropoliei Moldovei si Sucevei, 1987; Dionisie Udisteanu, Graiul
eviaviei strabune, editia a II-a revizuita si adaugita, Colectie recuperata, Ingrijitd si editatd de Mircea Motrici, Suceava,
Editura Musatinii, 2005.

18 Episcopul Nicodim, Memoriu asupra drepturilor monastirilor Neamtu-Secu, la folosirea mosiei dimprejurul
lor, numita ,,vatra monastirii”, pe temeiul documentelor anexate la urma, cum si a stapanirii de fapt, Tipografia
Sfintei Monastiri Neamtu, 1933.

19 Valentina Pelin, op. cit.

20 Mihai Surubaru, Istoricul vetrei inconjurdtoare a Mandastirii Neamt-Secu, Piatra Neamt, Editura Cetatea
Doamnei, 2009.

21 Episcopul Nicodim, op. cit.

22 Mihai Surubaru, op. cit.

23 Benedict Sauciuc, op. cit; Benedict Sauciuc, lacob Todica, Evolutia proprietatilor imobiliare ale Mandstirii Neamt.
Terenuri agricole si cu vegetatie forestiera, lasi, Editura Sf. Mina, 2012.



IPOTEZE DE LUCRU

Principalele ipoteze de cercetare expuse spre cercetare in prezentul demers stiintific sunt
urmatoarele:

1. Cea mai veche manastire a Moldovei (1407), continud sa ramana o manastire importanta
in Romania Mare

2. Situatia proprietatilor acesteia s-a inrautatit dupa despartirea oficiald de manastirea Secu
(1909), a continuat sd se Inrautdteasca in perioada interbelica, imbunatatindu-se insa treptat
in perioada 1935-1940;

3. Activitdtile culturale ale chinoviei Neamt au cunoscut un moment de eflorescentd in
perioada interbelica;

4. Invatimantul de la lavra nemteani a continuat traditiile paisiene, le-a diversificat si s-a
deschis spre cooperarea cu lumea si cu profesorii mireni.

METODE DE CERCETARE

Avand 1n vedere cantitatea mare de materiale inedite si publicate utilizate in cadrul
demersului stiintific, au fost folosite mai multe metode, expuse 1n cele ce urmeaza:

- analiza izvoarelor documentare, narative, lucrarilor monografice, generale si speciale
privitoare la evolutia manastirii Neamt si a schiturilor sale pendinte, in perioada interbelica;

- metoda cronologica, folositd in cadrul expunerii evenimentelor succesive temporal,
legate de istoria economica a manastirii si a schiturilor sale sau de istoria misionara, culturala
si educationald a acesteia, in perioada circumscrisa analizei;

- metoda comparativa, utilizatd in special pentru reliefarea diferentelor aparute in timp,
legate de situatia administrativ-economica, misionara si culturald a manastirii.

- metoda statistica, prin intermediul careia am Incercat sd completam prin amanunte cat
mai exacte demersul comparativ.

- metoda prosopografica, utilizata pentru creionarea microportretelor unor personalitéti
cunoscute ale vietii monahale de la Neamt din perioada interbelica: stareti, egumeni, duhovnici,
directori si profesori de scoala. Folosind aceastd metoda, am Incercat sd surprind caracterul
emblematic, de reper, al manastirii Neamt pentru orice comunitate monahald din Romania
interbelica, datoritd multiplelor activitati in folosul general al societatii, desfasurate aici.

Pornind de la descoperirea si cunoasterea istoriografiei si a documentelor existente am
procedat la alcatuirea prezentei lucrari pe baza a patru capitole, prin dispunerea tuturor datelor
si a informatiilor pe etape cronologice si aspecte tematice, urmarind obiectivele de cercetare
ale studiului si confirmarea ipotezelor de lucru.



PREZENTAREA SINTETICA A CAPITOLELOR TEZEI DE DOCTORAT
CAPITOLUL 1
LAVRA, SCHITURILE SI CONDUCATORIL ACTIVITATI EDILITARE

Primul capitol a fost intitulat Lavra, schiturile si conducatorii. Initial, aratam ca
stravechea ctitorie voievodald, a fost de departe cea mai bine inzestratda cu pamant dintre toate
ministirile Moldovei®*. Se poate considera ci doar un singur mare boier, aga Nicu Ghica, mai
detinea in Moldova o suprafatd mai mare*> decat cea a proprietitilor ministirii Neamt-Secu
(ministirile Neamt si Secu fiind unite pana in 1910)?°. Concret, anul nasterii i nu se cunoaste.
Insa, prin cartea din 7 ianuarie 1407, mitropolitul Iosif al Moldovlahiei si cu fiul siu
(duhovnicesc) ,,Io Alexandru Voievod al Tarii Moldovei, am dat médnastirea vladiciei mele care
este la Neamt... popii chir Dometian, de asemenea si manastirca Adormirea Preacuratei
Nascdtoarei de Dumnezeu, care este la Bistrita, ca sd fie aceste manastiri nedespdrtite una de
alta, pentru ci sunt amandoud ale vlidiciei mele™?’. Acest fapt aratd limpede ci la inceputul
secolului al XV —lea, manastirea Neamt ca si cea de la Bistrita, era o asezare calugareasca, cu
viata de obste bine organizata.

Ca orice manastire de seama, lavra de 1a Neamt a avut si are cateva schituri infiintate atit
in apropierea ei, cum sunt schiturile Vovidenia, Pocrov si Icoana, cét si in diferite locuri,
indeosebi pe terenurile donate de familii de domni ca si de familii de credinciosi, precum
Orgoiesti si Boureni.

A doua sectiune a capitolului se incheie cu prezentarea relatiei dintre manastirile Neamt
si Secu, dupa unirea celor doua chinovii de catre staretul Paisie al Neamtului, pand in anul
1910. Chinoviile se vor reuni din nou (doar pentru 15 ani insd), incepand cu anul 1935, sub
directa indrumare a mitropolitului Nicodim Munteanu.

Manastirea Neamt a fost condusa in perioada interbelicd de catre sapte stareti
(intdmplator sau nu, numar simbolic!) care s-au evidentiat indeosebi in buna pastorire a
calugarilor si iscusita administrare a averii manastiresti. Cel mai de seama staret a fost Nicodim
Munteanu (in timpul staretiei avusese deja rangul de episcop, ca fost titular al Episcopiei
Husilor), iar alti trei, Valerie Moglan, Eugeniu Laiu si Victorin Ursache, au devenit ierarhi ai
Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméane. Nicodim Munteanu a ridicat obstea nemteana destul de aproape
de 1ndltimea atinsd in vremea staretului Paisie Velicicovschi. Cu ajutorul documentelor de
arhiva, au fost evidentiate biografiile egumenilor de la schiturile pendinte de Neamt.

Un subcapitol distinct a fost dedicat reparatiilor capitale, renovarilor tuturor cladirilor si
anexelor manastirii, ca si a celor de la schituri. Sunt prezentate date esentiale, extrase din
documente inedite, privitoare la edificiile noi ridicate pe vechile temelii precum cele ale
Seminarului Teologic, distruse de puternicul incendiu din seara zilei de 13-14 octombrie 1938.

24 Dr. Mihai Surubaru, Proprietatea funciard din tinutul Neam..., p. 18.

25 Ibidem, pp. 18-19.

26 SNJAN, Fond Ministirea Neamt, dosar 8/1938, f. 15.

27 Constantin Cihodaru, Ion Caprosu, Leon Simanschi (Editori), Documenta Romaniae Historica (in continuare,
DRH), vol. 1, seria A, Moldova, Bucuresti, Editura Academiei, 1975, pp. 29-30.



CAPITOLUL 2
PROPRIETATILE

Capitolul prezinta si analizeaza situatia proprietatilor méanastirii Neamt in perioada dintre
anii 1918 si 1933. Demersul stiintific este bazat si aici pe numeroase documente inedite.
Mentionam doar un singur exemplu ilustrativ sub acest aspect: dosarul, Inregistrat in anul 1933
si pastrat in arhiva Mitropoliei de la Iasi. Acesta poseda 64 de file cu scrisori, adrese, memorii
si raspunsuri privitoare la situatia terenurilor de care a fost deposedata agezarea monahala de
la Neamt.

Un subcapitol aparte este dedicat Memoriului episcopului Nicodim asupra drepturilor
monastirilor Neamtu-Secu, la folosirea mosiei dimprejurul lor, numita ,,vatra monastirii”...,
document finalizat dupa mai bine de 10 ani de truda si cautari de documente prin arhivele
mitropoliei si ale Statului. Toate acestea au dus la recapatarea vetrei inconjuratoare, atat pentru
manastirea Neamt cét si pentru cea de la Secu.

Despre punerea in aplicare a Legii privitoare la reintegrarea Manastirii Neamt - Secu, in
folosinta vetrii inconjuratoare, publicatd in Monitorul Oficial 4 aprilie 1935, se face referire in
ultimul subcapitol. Tot aici sunt inserate si analizate datele esentiale privitoare la Indltarea
noului edificiu dedicat actului educational — Scoala de Muzica Bisericeasca de la Mandstirea
Neam.



CAPITOLUL 3
ACTIVITATEA PASTORAL-MISIONARA, CULTURALA SI FILANTROPICA

Capitolul intitulat Mandastirea Neamt — centru de activitate pastoral-misionara, culturala
si filantropica in perioada interbelica, prezinta si analizeaza critic o serie de probleme putin
cunoscute publicului larg. In general, aici se incearca demonstrarea faptului ci acest asezamant
monahal a fost un focar de lumind crestina ortodoxa pentru intreaga natiune romaneasca, un
spatiu unde s-au format monahi din care au fost randuiti stareti si ierarhi: arhierei-vicari,
episcopi, arhiepiscopi, mitropoliti si patriarhi.

,Istoria ei se impleteste cu istoria neamului, cum razele din faclia ei stralucitoare s-au
impletit cu razele altor faclii din cuprinsul tarii si au alcatuit cununa si aureola culturald a
natiunii noastre”, dupd cum afirma staretul Nicodim Intr-una din scrierile sale. A fost locul
unde s-au format si s-au evidentiat zugravi de icoane, miniaturisti, sculptori in lemn, mesteri in
prelucrarea metalelor pentru obiecte bisericesti. S-a manifestat grija pentru batrani si bolnavi
prin fondarea de spiterii (farmacii) si bolnite — (adevarate spitale).

Aici s-au scris printre primele miniaturi in spatiul romanesc. Aici s-a plasmuit celebra
scoald de gramdtici’® si caligrafi, prin grija luminatului monah Gavriil Uric, autorul
Tetraevanghelului scris in 1429, care se afla astdzi in Biblioteca Bodleiana de la Oxford. Prin
scoala sa si prin urmasii sai, Ghervasie, Teodor Marisescul si alti multi necunoscuti monahi, a
fost facutd posibild crearea vestitei biblioteci nemtene.

Activitatea carturareascd desfasuratd aici, avantajata pe de o parte de puternica baza
materiald a manastirii, dar si de nevoia crescanda de carte bisericeasca, a favorizat inflorirea
culturii in statul moldovenesc aflat in perioada sa de consolidare®. Prin inmultirea bunurilor
materiale ale manastirii Neamt se urmarea asigurarea mijloacelor de trai pentru numarul mare
de monahi care au vietuit aici*’, dar si realizarea tuturor activititilor cirturiresti pentru care,
fira indoiald, se cereau venituri mari®'. Insemnirile si mentiunile literare despre lavra
nemteana, aldturi de cartile domnesti si chiriarhale, referitoare la lucrarea religioasa si culturala
a vietuitorilor ei, invitd la cunoasterea temeinicd a monumentului si a activitatilor vietuitorilor
ei’.

Primul subcapitol evidentiaza rolul misionar pe care 1-a avut si I-a continuat manastirea
Neamt si in perioada care ne intereseaza. Scrierea de carti si brosuri, traducerea de lucrari
teologice si morale desfasurate aici, mai ales dupa modernizarea tipografiei manastirii din anul
1924, a readus chinovia monahalad de la Neamt in randul celor mai puternice si vii oaze de
activitate cultural-religioasa.

Nu putem neglija relatiile pe care obstea nemteand le-a avut cu mandstirile si
asezamintele teologice din afara térii. De aici, de la Neamt s-a imprastiat cartea religioasa si de
cult atdt In tard si chiar dincolo de hotarele ei. Numerosi monahi, cativa dintre ei amintiti in
subcapitolul Manastirea Neamt si legaturile ei cu mandstirile din afara tarii, au facut
cunoscutd Ortodoxia de pe aceste meleaguri, cultura si traditiile religioase romanesti.

Pentru orice comunitate monahala, cultura a fost intotdeauna in stransa legatura cu
filantropia si asistenta sociald. Manastirea Neamt, prin staretii ei, a implinit si binefacerile

28 Joanichie Balan, Cuviosul Gavriil Uric — cel dintdi dascdl, caligraf si scriitor de opere filocalice din Moldova,
https://doxologia.ro/pateric/cuviosul-gavriil-uric-cel-dintai-dascal-caligraf-scriitor-de-opere-filocalice-din-
moldova, (accesat la 15.03.2023).

2 Constantin Prisnea, Mdndstirea Neamt, Bucuresti, Editura ,,Meridiane”, 1964, p. 171.

39 In anul 1937, profesorul universitar I. D. Stefinescu a tinut o conferinta la Iasi cu titlul Institutia monahismului,
in care, dupa un calcul facut dupa numele celor trecuti la Domnul de la intemeierea Manastirii Neamt pana in
1937, ar fi fost 36.000 de nume. 1. D. Stefanescu, Institutia Monahismului, Manastireca Neamt, 1937, p. 4.

31 Joan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, Mdndstirea Neamt, lasi, 1981, p. 81.

32 Ibidem, p. 291.
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tipice ale samarineanului milostiv. Atentia indreptatd spre cei suferinzi, bolnavi si singuri a
fost, in permanentd, grija sa de cdpatai. Cele doua spitale intretinute de obstea de la Neamt, cel
din manastire si cel din Targu Neamt, au alinat suferintele si au adus vindecarea multora dintre
cei care au fost adusi aici. Farmacia manastirii asigura medicamentele de baza atat pentru
monahii din Neamt, cat si pentru bolnavii din localititile si parohiile invecinate®*.

Istoria pedagogiei, a invatdmantului romanesc, ca §i cea a culturii, literaturii si
mentalitdtilor, sunt tributare in mare parte vietii religioase. La manastirea Neamt s-a afirmat
una dintre cele mai vechi scoli din Moldova, unde se invétau in primul rand cantarile bisericesti,
care constituiau o parte dintre elementele de baza ale pregatirii teologice, culturale, literare,
istorice, artistice §i estetice ale viitorilor psalti. Psaltii manastirilor si ai bisericilor nu erau
reprezentativ doar pentru domeniul muzical, ci erau si exponenti ai literaturii si, daca ne gandim
la Grigore Tamblac, la Filothei sin Agdi Jipei sau la Macarie, erau chiar reprezentanti marcanti
ai literaturii teologice.

Celebra ramane comparatia facutd de unii cercetatori cu privire la rolul cultural al
acestei manastiri din epoca lui Stefan cel Mare cu institutiile moderne din vremea noastra:
,Mandstirii Neamfu i s-ar putea atribui titlul unei facultati de litere. Poate ca este prea mult
spus pentru ca lipsesc documente in acest sens. Ea isi merita pe deplin aceasta glorie nu numai
prin operele pe care le-a creat, ci si prin artistii pe care i-a format in atelierele sale, o veritabila
scoald cu un proces de invitimant sistematic organizat™3?.

33 Inteleptul Monah Iov Burlacu — o viati cu nidejde si o moarte plind de pace, https://neamt.mmb.ro/inteleptul-monah-
iov-burlacu-o-viata-cu-nadejde-si-o-moarte-plina-de-pace, accesat la 23.10.2023.

3% Claudiu Paradais, Comori ale spiritualitdtii romdnesti la Putna, lasi, Editura Mitropoliei Moldovei si Sucevei,
1988, p. 4.
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CAPITOLUL 4
INVATAMANTUL

Capitolul 4 a fost dedicat formelor de invatdmant care au existat in cadrul manastirii
Neamt, in perioada dintre anii 1918-1940.

In primul subcapitol, de tip introductiv, am conturat in mod succint contributiile
monahilor la dezvoltarea Invatdmantului si culturii in chinovia Neamtului. A fost pusd in
lumind mai intai perioada lui Paisie Velicicovschi, cel care a inviorat trairea isihasta atat in
Romania, cat si in Ucraina si Rusia.

Subcapitolele al doilea si al treilea scot in evidenta realizarile invatamantului teologic
nemtean din perioada interbelicd, mai cu seama din datele si pe baza manuscriselor descoperite
in documentele adapostite, n special, in arhivele mentionate in bibliografie. Un aspect destul
de inedit pentru o manastire, a fost dat de desfasurarea aici a cursurilor unei scoli militare, chiar
daca pentru o perioada scurta de timp.

Cei sapte stareti care au diriguit viata manastirii in perioada interbelica, s-au luptat cu
timp si fara timp pentru reinfiintarea si buna desfasurare a activitatilor din scolile teologice pe
care le-au pastorit, indiferent de dregétoriile avute in decursul timpului. Dintre ei, cel mai de
seama s-a aratat a fi Nicodim Munteanu, care s-a dovedit a fi inclusiv un inspirat administrator
de scoala, ajungand péana la realizarea programelor scolare si chiar editarea si tipdrirea de
manuale pentru invatacei.

In ultimul subcapitol au fost puse in lumini cateva date biografice ale unor directori si
profesori care si-au desfasurat activitatea in scolile din lavrd, pentru care au fost descoperite
informatii cu totul inedite. Am avut placuta surprizd sa rasfoiesc dosare sigilate care nu mai
fusesera deschise Incd dinainte de anul 1940. Totodata, am cautat sd descopar date si despre
profesorii care au mai fost mentionati in diferite studii si lucrari. Din pacate nu am reusit sa le
cunosc biografiile. Cu siguranta, alti cercetatori vor reusi sa scoatd de sub colbul vremurilor si
sd pund 1n lumina activitatea lor didactica, desfasurata intre zidurile istoricei lavre a Neamtului.

Se cuvine sa aduc calde multumiri tuturor celor care mi-au oferit ajutorul pentru
realizarea acestei lucrari, celor care mi-au inlesnit accesul la Arhiva Patriarhiei Romane,
Arhiva Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane din Bucuresti, Arhiva Mitropoliei
Moldovei si Bucovinei si Biblioteca Centrala Universitara ,,Mihai Eminescu” din lasi, Arhivele
de la manastirile Neamt si Secu, Directia judeteand a Arhivelor Nationale Neamt, Biblioteca
Judeteana ,,GT Kirileanu” din Piatra Neamt.

Cuvintele de recunostinta se indreapta si catre domnul profesor universitar doctor Florin
Pintescu, decanul Facultatii de Istorie si Geografie al Universitdtii ,,Stefan cel Mare” Suceava,
coordonatorul acestei lucrari, care cu evidentd disponibilitate, deschidere si sprijin, dar si cu
rigurozitate, a facut posibila aparitia, sustinerea si finalizarea acestui demers.
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CONCLUZII

Urmarind ca prim obiectiv identificarea principalelor aspecte privind viata monahala a
manastirii Neamt, in comparatie cu studiile intreprinse atat in perioada interbelica, cat si cea
dinainte si dupa cele doua conflicte armate mondiale de catre autorii mentionati in bibliografie,
lucrarea de fatd a urmarit sd duca la indeplinire menirea pentru care a fost elaboratd, cu
mentiunea ca ea este perfectibild. Supunand atentiei reperele din lucrarile amintite si
informatiile descoperite in dosarele aflate in arhivele mentionate — ca surse primare — am
evidentiat o serie de elemente care fie ca sunt inedite, fie s-au facut putine relatari despre ele.
Cu sigurantd, cu toate cele descoperite si studiate, nu existd pretentia cd am fi putut acoperi
integral perioada care ne intereseaza. Demersul inceput prin aceastd lucrare va putea fi
imbogatit cu noi si variate completari si interpretari privind stravechea asezare calugareasca
de la manastirea Neamt.

Cercetdrile efectuate pentru realizarea acestei lucrdri impun formularea catorva
concluzii.

Relativ la penultima ipoteza de lucru, era si firesc ca aceastd sa fie confirmata: in
manastirea Neamt, unde Stefan cel Mare a ridicat cel mai mare edificiu de cult ortodox din
Moldova medievald, nu s-a stins nicio clipd, pana in zilele noastre, candela de veghe aprinsa
inca de la inceputului veacului al XV-lea.

Sarguinta staretilor si a calugdrilor din Neamt din perioada interbelica a fost ingreunata de
lipsurilor materiale. Secularizarea din 1859 a fost marea picatura care aumplut paharul. Promisiunile
din partea Statului au fost zadarnice. Sunt cunoscute intentiile, disputele si procesele juridice la care
a ajuns manastirea, lipsita de terenurile si gradinile de langa zidurile cetatii monahale.

Deposedarea manastirii Neamt de o serie de parti din mosiile sale s-a realizat nu numai
dupa secularizarea din 1859. Efectul devastator pentru manastire a fost dat de confiscarea
padurilor sale. Ca urmare a acestor deposedari ilegale, manastirea nu a primit in schimb nici
un alt teren de pasune, fanat sau arabil, deschizdndu-se un lung sir de conflicte cu Statul.

Dupa Primul Razboi Mondial, manastirea a suferit o altd importanta deposedare. Astfel,
in baza Decretului-lege nr. 3697 din 1918, i-au fost expropriate 150 de hectare de pasune, in
vederea constituirii izlazurilor comunale. Reformele agrare din 1918 si 1921 au constituit, din
nou, prilejul exproprieii mandastirii de noi suprafete.

Sintetizand situatia, concluzionam ca, de la jumatatea secolului al XIX-lea pana in 1935,
manastirile Neamt si Secu au fost deposedate de suprafete agricole si silvice insemnate.

Cel mai dificil moment a fost acela din anul 1920 cand manastirii, dupa un alt proces de
expropriere, i se mai lasa doar 422 de hectare din suprafata pe care a avut-o incepand cu
decretul din 1859.

Pentru ce, de-a lungul timpului, conducerea chinoviei a insistat atat de mult in a-si apara
drepturile asupra pamantului detinut (inclusiv cel din vatra manastirii)?

In primul rand, trebuie si tinem cont ca din lucrarea pimantului si din veniturile care erau
obtinute mai ales prin arendare, vinderea vinului si a bustenilor se asigura imbracamintea si
hrana zilnicd pentru vietuitorii monahi si pentru pelerini. Totodata, manastirea intretinea
spitalul ridicat de ea In Targu Neamt, purta de grija de bolnavii din bolnita si oferea suport, atat
material cat si financiar, pentru cei circa 100 de cilugiri care studiau in Seminarul monahal®.

Numarul mare de documente existente creioneaza importanta concluzie ca Statul nu a
negat niciodata existenta vetrei inconjuratoare. Cel mai mare rau pe care l-a suportat Insd obstea

35 AMN, dosar 15/1948, p. 21.
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monahald a fost acela al existentei unei duble stapaniri, care provoca deseori Incurcaturi
juridice si practice: a manastirii i a Statului.

Ca urmare a numeroaselor memorii inaintate de catre manastire, mai ales de catre
episcopul Nicodim, s-a ajuns ca, in anul 1935, ménastirea sa fie repusd in drepturile asupra
terenurilor (insd nu 1n totalitatea lor) aflate in vatra ei. Facand o retrospectiva asupra fluctuatiei
privilegiilor recunoscute asupra fasiei de pamant ce inconjura strdvechiul asezdmant monahal
de la Neamt, ne dim seama ci mandstirii i-au trebuit 76 de ani*® ca s-o recapete. Pentru scurt
timp Insd deoarece, dupd instaurarea regimului comunist, a pierdut-o in totalitate.

O atentie deosebita a fost acordata intretinerii tuturor cladirilor, anexelor manastirii si
schiturilor. Staretii, ca si egumenii, au indeplinit ample reparatii. In special, incepand cu anul
1925, au fost reparate turnul mare al manastirii, biserica stefaniana, bucataria, trapeza (Anexa
26) si cladirea seminarului. Cel putin, pentru biserica Indltarea Domnului, lucrarile de reparatie
au fost supravegheate de catre specialisti precum arhitectii G. Sterian si St. Bals, iar lucrarile
au fost proiectate si executate de cdtre o comisie din cadrul Monumentelor Istorice ale
Romaniei. Din pacate, din cauza lipsurilor financiare, lucrarile de restaurare ale bisericii, au
fost intrerupte in anul 1934. Aveau s fie reluate si finalizate abia dupa anul 1960.

De asemenea, reparatii au mai fost realizate si la bisericile Sf. Gheorghe, Sf. loan
Bogoslovul, la paraclisele Buna Vestire si Adormirea Maicii Domnului, la patrulaterul
manastirii si la corpul de chilii. Ample reparatii au fost intreprinse si cladirii unde functiona
tipografia. A fost ridicatd din propria-i cenusd doar in doi ani de zile cladirea seminarului, ars
de un incendiu devastator in anul 1938. Toate acestea reprezintd, credem, manifestarea
spiritului gospodaresc al staretilor din aceasta perioada. S-a putu observa, cu destuld usurinta,
existenta unor bune si rodnice relatii Intre conducerea mandstirii si membrii Consiliului
Spiritual si Economic. Erau privite cu discerndmant toate aspectele existente in lavra, cautand
a se implini toate cele necesare pentru buna randuiala.

Viata duhovniceasca a monahilor din Manastirea Neamt, la Tnceputul si in prima jumatate
de secol XX, a pastrat acelasi ritm al rugaciunii si ascultarii de zi cu zi, capatat de-a lungul
secolelor. Modelul de traire ascetica imprimat de Cuviosul Paisie Velicicovschi (1722-1794)
s-a manifestat in perioada interbelica, manifestandu-se si acum. Dintre miile de cdlugéri care
au vietuit aici si dintre cei care s-au raspandit de-a lungul intregului pamant romanesc au
transmis pretutindeni acest curent de reinnoire a vietii calugaresti, de imbundtétire
duhovniceasca si de activitate misionara si culturald Tn toate manastirile si schiturile din Tarile
Romane®’.

De-a lungul existentei sale, Manastirea Neamt a desfasurat nu numai activitdti specifice vietii
monahale, ci si activititi de iradiere a dragostei crestine prin grija pentru formarea, cultivarea si
intretinerea sanatatii sufletesti si trupesti a credinciosilor. Acest centru de spiritualitate si culturd
roméneascd®®, a continuat, in contextul conditiilor din perioada interbelicd, si rdméand un focar
cultural, o importantd vatra carturareasca™.

Manastirea Neamt a privit cu maxima atentie si s-a ocupat de tot ceea priveste fenomenul
sectar si curentele antireligioase, care se inmultiserd in toatd tara*’, mai ales dupi Primul
Rézboi Mondial. Misiunea cea mai importanta impotriva acestui flagel a fost scrierea si
tiparirea de carti, reviste si brosuri, prin care monahii Tmbundtétiti au consolidat Invatitura
ortodoxd, oferind explicatii la toate provocirile religioase. In fiecare an, dupa 1922, cel putin
4-5 exemplare de carti de Invatiturd vedeau lumina zilei, venind in sprijinul activitétilor
misionare intreprinse de Biserica Ortodoxa prin eparhiile, manastirile si parohiile ei.

36 Mihai Surubaru, Istoricul vetrei inconjuratoare..., p. 131.
37 Chesarie Cheorghescu, op. cit.,p. 69.

38 Nestor Vornicescu, op. cit.,p. 86.

39 Joan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, op. cit., p. 82.

40 Petru Godescu, op. cit., pp. 49-53.
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Servind ca locas de culturd religioasd si nationald, in mijlocul neamului roménesc,
manastirea Neamt si-a continuat activitatea tipograficd, cu masini si tiparnite noi. Dupa 1924,
s-au tiparit sute de carti, manastirea implinindu-si rolul cultural si misionar dat de catre ctitori
si Tnaintasi. Numeroasele exemplare care se pastreaza pand astdzi in biblioteca manastirii
Neamt, multitudinea de copii raspandite peste hotarele tarii in diferite spatii ortodoxe, precum
si bogata corespondentd a staretilor cu autoritatile si cu diferite persoane particulare reprezinta
o dovada vie a intensei activitati culturale ce se desfagura in lavra de la Neamt.

Pentru manastirea Neamt, dimensiunea sociala a fost o parte componenta a fiintei ei.
Casa de oaspeti, reprezentatd prin bolnita si ospiciul din manastire, ca si spitalul ridicat si
intretinut tot de lavra in urbea Targului Neamt, a purtat grija a sute de bolnavi si alienati.
Farmacia manastirii a avut si ea un rol destul de insemnat pentru Insanatosirea bolnavilor
internati aici.

Manastirea Neamt a sprijinit fortele armate romane att cu cele materiale, dar indeosebi, cu
randuirea caselor si a spatiilor din cetatea manastirii pentru organizarea de spitale pentru raniti. Ca
si celelalte manastiri si parohii, calugarii de la Neamt au organizat colecte, indeplinind Indatorirea
de buni samarineni, in acele vremuri de grele incercari, aratind intotdeauna solidaritate umana. Mai
mult, a aratat deschidere pentru asezarea, pe terenurile manastirii, a logisticii Scolii de Tragere, la
finele anului 1918.

Perioada interbelicd dovedeste dorinta si implicarea tuturor staretilor pentru reinfiintarea
seminarului si sustinerea scolilor existente deja. Grija pentru ca fiecare monah sau frate din

manastire sa stie carte a fost una dintre prioritatile acelor timpuri. Cu toate greutatile materiale
care au urmat dupd Primul R&zboi Mondial, manastirea a reusit sa sustind si sa dezvolte
activitatea calugdarilor tipografi, legdtori de carti, iconari, sculptori, croitori, zidari, fierari,
cizmari, etc., dedicata misiunii Bisericii Ortodoxe.

Lipsurile materiale din perioada interbelica nu au reusit sa lipseascd manastirea de
scoald. Scoala de la Manastirea Neamt, chiar si sub cele patru nume pe care le-a avut in
perioada care ne intereseazd, a putut fi socotitad printre primele cinci scoli de teologie din tara.
Toti staretii pe care i-a avut manastirea Neamt au fost profesori si chiar directori, urmarind ca
elevii care invatau aici sa deprinda dragoste de carte. Dintre acestia, Nicodim Munteanu a fost
cel mai inflacarat staret si sustinator al Seminarului Monahal din Neamt, mai ales ca a gandit
reconstruirea cladirii lui, dupa incendiul din 1938, asemenea unui edificiu academic.

Prin readucerea vetrei inconjurdtoare intre teritoriile ce au apartinut manastirii Neamt,
dupd numeroasele demersuri catre Stat si Rege, s-a Inlesnit sustinerea materiala si financiara
atat de necesara pentru bunul mers al procesului formator si moralizator oferit tinerilor de catre
scoala teologica existenta aici.

Consideram ca Manastirea Neamt, in perioada dintre cele doud Razboaie Mondiale, a
ramas o adevarata flacara a vietii religioase si a culturii romanesti. Obstea monahala s-a
dovedit a fi o pilda vie de statornicie in vremurile destul de tulburi, pastrand cu sfintenie duhul
ortodox si romanesc al inaintasilor. Prin activitatea deosebit de rodnica a scolilor care au
functionat in spatiul manastiresc de la Neamt s-au format spirite de o 1nalta tinuta si formare
intelectuala si misionara care au contribuit la dezvoltarea invatamantului si culturii nationale.

In calitate de concluzie sintetica, mentionam ci toate ipotezele de cercetare enuntate in
cadrul Introducerii acestei teze, au fost confirmate in totalitate de catre cercetarile realizate in
cadrul acestei teze. Astfel, avem urmatoarea situatie sintetica:

1. Cea mai veche manastire a Moldovei (1407), continud sa ramana o manastire importanta

in Romania Mare

2. Situatia proprietatilor acesteia s-a inrautatit dupa despartirea oficiald de manastirea Secu

(1909), a continuat sd se Inrautdteasca in perioada interbelica, imbunatatindu-se insa treptat
in perioada 1935-1940;
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Activitatile culturale ale chinoviei Neamt au cunoscut un moment de eflorescentd in
perioada interbelica,

Invatdmantul de la lavra nemteand a continuat traditiile paisiene, le-a diversificat si s-a
deschis spre cooperarea cu lumea si cu profesorii mireni.
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GLOSAR

Braniste - 1. Padure rard sau parte de padure cu arbori bétrani in care este interzisa taierea lemnelor;
p. gener. padure. 2. (Inv.) Mosie domneasci folosita ca pasune si fineatd din www.dexonline.ro
Branister - Agent al capitanului de braniste, din www.dexonline.ro

Catime - catimi, s.f. (Rar) Ceea ce se poate masura sau numara; numar, marime, volum, cantitate. —
Cat + suf. -ime. https://www.dictionarroman.ro

Ciuvei - ciuvéi s.n. v. ciovei, Obiect casnic, n special vas (de lemn), unealta veche.

Eteria - (Philiki Hetairia - Societatea prietenilor), (Ol Etaipeior) a fost o organizatie secreta creatd
la Odesa de Nikolaos Skufas, Tanase Takalov si Emanoil Xanthos la data de 14 septembrie 1814
dupa ideile lui Rigas Velestinlis din Velestino, si care avea ca scop eliberarea crestinilor, cu precadere
a grecilor, de sub stdpanirea otomana, si Intemeierea unor state crestine libere, indeosebi a unei Elade
libere (frontierele acesteia nefiind specificate, dar se spera tot inconjurul marii Egee si capitala
Constantinopol, conform "Marii Idei").

Intemeierea Eteriei este concomitenti cu cea a societdtilor Fritia si Junimea in tarile roméne, si
se Incadreazd in marea miscare sociald revolutionara a anilor 1820-1830, care a condus la
independenta térilor din America latind, la revolutia franceza din 1831, la Revolutia Romana de la
1821 si la revolta grecilor, care a dus la independenta Greciei. Ideile si organizarea interna a Eteriei
sunt inspirate din cele aparute cu patruzeci sau treizeci de ani mai devreme in America de nord si in
Franta. Eteria avea filiale peste tot unde existau comunitati grecesti, desfasurand o activitate intensa
si in Principatele Romane (unde cel mai cunoscut dintre eteristi este Tudor Vladimirescu). Ea se
sprijinea pe forta materiala a burgheziei comerciale (indeobste greceasca in Imperiul Otoman), destul
de numeroasa si avuta.

In 1821, Eteria a decis declansarea revolutiei, dar erorile ficute inca de la inceput de Alexandru
Ipsilanti, devenit epitrop general al Eteriei, aveau sa-i creeze grave dificultati si sa-1 duca in conflict
cu Tudor Vladimirescu, care a condus Revolutia de la 1821. In cele din urma, eteristii I-au asasinat
pe Tudor Vladimirescu, care avea ca obiectiv nu numai inlaturarea dominatiei Portii, ci si a
domnitorilor fanarioti greci. Ca urmare a actiunilor nechibzuite a conducatorilor, revolutia eteristilor
esueaza, fiind inabusitd de puterea otomana, si doar presiunea statelor occidentale i sileste pe turci,
dupa noua ani de lupte si de represiune, sa recunoasca independenta Greciei centrale (Etolia, Beotia,
Eubeea, Atica, Peloponezul si insulele Ciclade) in 1839. Din https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eteria
Falci - Veche unitate de masura pentru suprafete agricole, egald cu circa un hectar si jumatate. Din
www.dexonline.ro
Hliza - Petec de pamant arabil. https://www.dictionarroman.ro
Medelnicer - medelnicer, medelniceri, s. m. Titlu dat in evul mediu, in Tara Romaneasca si n
Moldova, boierului care turna domnului apa ca sa se spele pe maini, punea sarea si servea bucatele;
boier care avea acest titlu. — Medelnitd + suf. -ar.
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9. Montant - Bara sau stalp vertical folosit in constructii” din www.dexonline.ro

10. Nacealnic - Nacealnic, nacealnici, s.m. (inv.) Sef al unui serviciu sau al unei institutii (civile, militare
sau religioase); conducator; p. ext. comandant. — Din rus. nacealnik.

11. Parament - Fatd exterioard, finitd, a unei constructii, a unui element de constructie, a unui zid etc.,
acoperitd cu blocuri de piatra cioplita si fatuitd sau cu caramida speciala. Material care imbraca, in
scop ornamental, aceasta fatd. (www.dexonline.ro)

12. Poslusnic - s.m. 1. (in evul mediu, in Tara Romaneasca si in Moldova) Slujitor boieresc sau
miéndstiresc care era scutit de dari. P. gener. (Inv.) Slujitor, servitor. 2. (Inv.) Infirmier. [Var.: (inv.)
poslijnic s.m.] — Din sl. poslusinikii. (Dictionarul explicativ al limbii romane)

13. Rucodelie — (lucru de mand) denumeste o lucrare pe care calugarul o implineste cu binecuvantarea
duhovnicului si din care se Iintretine. (ex.: picturd, sculpturd, impletitul mataniilor, etc.)
https://stantulmunteathos.wordpress.com/tag/rucodelie/

14. Siliste - 1. (in Evul Mediu, in Tarile Roméane) Locul pe care fusese sau pe care era asezat un sat; vatra
satului. (Reg.) Loc de casa. 2. (Pop.) Loc necultivat, bun pentru cultura cerealelor, sau loc plantat cu
pomi (in apropierea sau in vatra satului). (Reg.) Pasune. Din www.dexonline.ro

15. Uric - 1. (In Evul Mediu, in Moldova si in Maramures) Mosie boiereasca sau manastireasca care se
bucura de privilegiul ereditar de imunitate. 2. Act de privilegiu acordat unui uric; 2. act de proprietate
vesnica sau de donatie acordat cuiva in trecut; document, act; hrisov, zapis. Din www.dexonline.ro

16. Vistier - (In Evul Mediu, in Térile Romane) Titlu dat marelui dregitor care avea in grija tezaurul tarii,
repartizarea si incasarea darilor; persoana care purta acest titlu; vistiernic. Din www.dexonline.ro
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INTRODUCTION

Secu Monastery represents the most significant monastic community in Neamt County,
precisely located in Vanatori-Neamt commune, Neamt County, about 15 km north of Targu
Neamt. It has existed since the early days of Moldova, as Petru I Musat erected the first stone
church for a hermitage that had long existed beneath Mount Chiriacu. The first illuminated
manuscripts were written here, and the most renowned school of grammar and calligraphy in the
Romanian nation flourished, thanks to the venerable Gavriil Uricul (author of the famous
Tetraevangelium illuminated in 1429, now housed in the Bodleian Library at Oxford). This
tradition continued into the 18th century under the disciples of Staretz Paisie Velicicovski, scribes
and calligraphers, who created true "treasures" that inspired engravers and architects. They were
the ones who gathered and wrote the nearly 19,000 books and manuscripts of the famous Neamt
Monastery library.

From Neamt, the Paisian hesychasm spread, transforming monastic life in many Orthodox
countries. In Russia alone, it reached 117 monasteries and hermitages in 35 dioceses!

Over 600 years of uninterrupted history and prayer have earned Neamt Monastery the
deserved title of the Orthodox Jerusalem of Romania, the largest monastery in Moldova.

In the present work, titled "Neamt Monastery in the Period 1918-1940: Historical,
Economic, Cultural, and Religious Aspects," comprehensive and diverse aspects have been
addressed to achieve a clearer outline of the evolution of this monastic settlement during the
specified period. The study introduces numerous new elements compared to existing
monographs that have explored general topics on the same subject*!.

The scientific novelty of this work lies in presenting both previously unknown aspects and
rarely addressed elements in the specialized literature regarding the historical evolution of Secu
Monastery. These include the identity of the monastery's founders during the interwar period, the
extent of the landed property, the monastery's situation from the early 20th century until 1940,
the repairs and reconstructions it underwent over time, archaeological research conducted, and
the diversity of the monastery's hermitages.

The documents studied reveal that, through the donations received from its founders, the
monastery acquired significant landed property, granting it substantial economic and spiritual
power in Moldavia. Petru I Musat, Alexandru cel Bun, and Stefan cel Mare were the first to
naturally care for Neamt Monastery, providing it with everything it needed. Their relatives and
the descendants of the founders continued this work by making numerous donations. Regarding
the most important founders, a list has been compiled based on documents and liturgical
calendars preserved at Neamt Monastery.

In the realm of social and cultural contributions, this work expands on them through the
investigation of new documentary information and a detailed examination of the evolution of the
hermitages affiliated with Neamt Monastery over time.

While many aspects of the current architecture of Neamt Monastery are relatively known,
this work provides novel information about the historical context of repairs, restorations, and
archaeological research.

41 Joan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, Mdndstirea Neamy, lasi, 1981; N. lorga, Mandstirea Neamfului, Mandstirea Neamt,
1925 Ioanichie Balan, Vetre de sihastrie romdneasca - secolele IV-XX, editia a I1-a, Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune
al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, Bucuresti, 2001; Benedict Sauciuc, Mandstirea Neamt, vatra de spiritualitate si culturda
romaneasca, vol. 1, Editura ,,Doxologia”, 2017 Irineu Craciunas, Mandastirea Neamy, lavra monahismului romanesc, in
L.MMS” nr. 5-6, 1962.Stefan Bals, Corina Nicolescu, Mandstirea Neamt, Editura Tehnica, Bucuresti, 1958;
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Within the framework of this scientific endeavor, approximately 550 unpublished documents
and writings from the archives of Neamt Monastery*?, Secu Monastery, the Neamt County
State Archives [Documents from the Neamt and Secu Monastery fund, inventory 604, were
studied at the Neamt County National Archives (SJAN Neamt).], Neamt Monastery Library,
Holy Synod Library, and "Mihai Eminescu" University Library in lasi have been utilized.
Additionally, from Sihastria Secu Monastery, a manuscript of 340 pages, compiled by
Archimandrite loanichie Balan, titled "Monograph of the Holy Sihastria Monastery (1655-
1955)," has been made available for research, remaining unpublished to date®.

The documents and other writings that will be subject to research date from the period
between the years 1918-1940 and concern the evolution of properties, the monastic community,
as well as other administrative aspects of the life of Neamt Monastery and its affiliated
hermitages. Building upon those already identified, efforts will be made to discover additional
documentary collections that are less known or entirely unknown.

The data and interpretations provided by the published monographs until now do not
encompass the evolution of Neamt Monastery in its entire complexity, as is generally the case
with many works developed for other establishments. The initial information concerning
Neamt Monastery, compiled comprehensively, is represented by the ten books of
Archimandrite Andronic Popovici, produced between 1863-1887 and remaining in manuscript
form until recently**. The next individuals who delved more closely into the history of Neamt
Monastery were Priest Scarlat Porcescu and Archdeacon loan, through the monograph
published in 1981. They provided more documented information about the early monastic
establishment, making available to the public some notes containing various references about
abbots, hermitages, and the church heritage of the monastery*.

Previously, sporadic and secondary concerns about Melchidesec Stefanescu*®, Narcis
Cretulescu®’, Nicolae lorga*®, George Bals*, and Constantin Tomescu®® existed. Serghie

42 Documents from the Neamt and Secu Monastery fund, inventory 604, were studied at the Neamt County
National Archives (SJAN Neamt).

43 Access to the manuscript was facilitated by Archimandrite Petru Balan, to whom we express our gratitude.

4 Andronic Popovici, Istoria Sfintelor Mdndstiri Neamt si Secu, vol. 1, Studiu introductiv pr. Dorimedont Badariu,
Transcriere si prelucrare text lon Gumenai, Chisinau, Ed. Lexon-Prim, 2016; Idem, Istoria Sfintelor Mandstirii Neamt si
Secu, vol. 11, cu Studiu introductiv de Dorimedont Badarau, transcriere si prelucrare text lon Gumenai, Chisinau, Editura
Lexon Prim, 2019; Idem, Istoria Sfintelor Manastirii Neamt si Secu, vol. III-IV, cu Studiu introductiv de Dorimedont
Badarau, transcriere si prelucrare text lon Gumenai, Chisinau, Editura Lexon Prim, 2020; Idem, Istoria Sfintelor Mandastirii
Neamt si Secu, vol. V, transcriere si prelucrare text [on Gumenai, Chisindu, Editura Lexon Prim, 2021.

45 Joan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, op. cit..

46 Melchidesec Stefdnescu, Notite istorice si arheologice adunate de la 48 de mandstiri si biserici antice din Moldova,
Bucuresti, 1885, p. 12-28.

47 Narcis Cretulescu, Inscripfiile Mdndstirei Neampu in ,,Arhiva. Organul Societatii stintifice si literare din Iasi”, 1909, p.
87-90,233-239 51 1910, p. 37-41, 86-88, 242.

48 N. lorga, Istoria bisericii §i a vietii religioase a romdnilor, ed. 11, vol. 1, Bucuresti, 1929, p. 244-245, 262.

4 G. Bals, Bisericile si mdandstirile moldovenesti din veacurile al XVII-lea si al XVIII-lea, Bucuresti, 1933.

30 Constantin Tomescu, Scurtd povestire istoricd despre sf- mandstire Neamtul si despre asezdrile supuse ei (m-rea Secul
si schiturile: Vovidenia, Pocrov, Sihastria Sihla si Icoana). Cu 42 de clisee, Manastirea Neamt, 1942, p. 133-142.
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Cetfericov’', Ioanichie Balan®?, Ioan Ivan®?, Paul Mihail’*, and Valentina Pelin®> focused on the
significant role Paisie Velecicovschi played in revitalizing monastic life and establishing a school
of translators.

In the monographs dedicated to the Neamt®® and Secu’’ monasteries, topics such as the
establishment of Paisie Velicicovschi at Secu and later at Neamt, the situation of the monastic
community, and the landed property have been minimally studied, with only a few references in
the writings of Serghie Cetfericov, Bishop Nicodim®®, Valentina Pelin, and Mihai Surubaru®’

Bishop Nicodim Munteanu® extensively researched the evolution of the properties of
Neamt and Secu monasteries in the 20th century, focusing on recovering the surrounding lands
of these mentioned places. Later, Mihai Surubaru®! and Benedict Sauciuc®? also contributed to
works on this subject. The archival funds of Neamt-Secu Monastery were consulted at the
National Archives in Piatra Neamt.

For highlighting certain aspects of the period between 1918-1940, the archives of the
Metropolitanate of Moldova and Bucovina in [asi were also utilized. In clarifying specific aspects
of the history of the Romanian Orthodox Church and to complete the range of information
regarding the evolution of Neamt Monastery, various works considered general or specialized,
and deemed necessary following research, have been employed.

The scientific novelty of this work lies in investigating the processes within Neamt
Monastery and its dependent hermitages during the period of Greater Romania. It is based on
a massive set of unpublished documents (approximately 20,000 pages), some of which have
been used fragmentarily, occasionally in a subjective manner, as evident from the consulted
literature. The goal is to avoid being "stolen" by information from unpublished documents or
contemporary media, aiming for an objective historical reconstruction through analysis and
correlation with established scholarly works.

The research objectives, aligned with the general and specific issues of the four chapters
of the doctoral thesis, are formulated for inventorying, analyzing, and clarifying them, applying
the ancient Latin principle sine ira et studio. Four objectives have been considered as follows:

1 Serghie Cetfericov, Paisie, staretul mandstirii Neam¢: viata, invatdatura si influenta lui asupra Bisericii
Ortodoxe, editia a I1-a, Bucuresti, Editura Nemira, 2010.

32 Patericul romdnesc, editia a V-a, Editura Manastirii Sihdstria, 2005, p. 290-315.

33 loan Ivan, Actualitatea ,, Asezdmdntului” stavetului Paisie Velicicovschi, in MMS, an. XXXIII, 1957, nr. 8-9, pp. 607-
610.

34 Paul Mihail, Staretul Paisie de la Neamt innoitorul monahismului, in MMS, an. XXXVIIL, 1961, nr. 5-6, pp. 409-417.
3555 Valentina Pelin, Paisianismul in contextul cultural si spiritual sud-est §i est european (sec. XVIII-XIX), editie
ingrijitd de Andrei Esanu, Valentina Esanu, Chisinau, Editura Pontos, 2014.

36 Constantin N. Tomescu, op. cit.; loan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, op. cit.

57 Macarie Ciolan, Mandstirea Secu, lasi, Editura Mitropoliei Moldovei si Sucevei, 1987; Dionisie Udisteanu, Graiul
eviaviei strabune, editia a II-a revizuita si adaugita, Colectie recuperata, Ingrijitd si editatd de Mircea Motrici, Suceava,
Editura Musatinii, 2005.

38 Episcopul Nicodim, Memoriu asupra drepturilor monastirilor Neamtu-Secu, la folosirea mosiei dimprejurul
lor, numita ,,vatra monastirii”, pe temeiul documentelor anexate la urma, cum si a stapanirii de fapt, Tipografia
Sfintei Monastiri Neamtu, 1933.

% Mihai Surubaru, Istoricul vetrei inconjurdtoare a Mandstirii Neamt-Secu, Piatra Neamt, Editura Cetatea
Doamnei, 2009.

60 Episcopul Nicodim, op. cit.

61 Mihai Surubaru, op. cit.

62 Benedict Sauciuc, op. cit; Benedict Sauciuc, lacob Todica, Evolutia proprietatilor imobiliare ale Mandstirii Neamt.
Terenuri agricole si cu vegetatie forestiera, lasi, Editura Sf. Mina, 2012.
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O1. Reconstructing the evolution of spatial organization, leadership structures, and
administrative-edilitarian activities at Neamt Monastery and its dependent hermitages during
the Greater Romania period (1918-1940).

02. Identifying the circumstances and factors influencing the evolution of the property
regime of Neamt Lavra (including its associated hermitages) during the interwar period.

O3. Highlighting the pastoral-missionary, cultural, and philanthropic activities of the
clergy of the studied monastery during the analyzed period.

0O4. Emphasizing the traditions of education at Neamt Monastery during the pre-modern
and modern periods (18th to 19th centuries), their continuation in both non-religious and
religious education during the Greater Romania period and outlining a summary background
for the representatives of the teaching staff.

WORK HYPOTHESES

The main working hypotheses presented for research in this scientific endeavor are as
follows:
Given the complex nature of the addressed theme and the broad temporal scope, various
methods were employed, including:
- Analysis of archival documents, published documentary sources, monographs, studies, and
articles related to the evolution of Secu Monastery and its affiliated hermitages over time.
- Research using statistical and comparative methods in the case of the evolution of the Neamt
Monastery community and the hermitages associated with Neamt.
- Chronological method for presenting successive temporal events with intrinsic connections
in the history of the monastery and its hermitages.
- Descriptive method for detailing the situation of monastic establishments at a specific
moment.
The purpose of this work is to highlight significant historical aspects regarding the evolution
of Neamt Monastery immediately after the end of World War I and the beginning of World
War II. The main objective of this thesis is to emphasize the significant role of the monastic
settlement in the development of Orthodoxy in the Moldavia region. This endeavor aims to
contribute to a comprehensive monograph of a monastic settlement in the Neamt area, which
could serve as a model for future similar initiatives.

RESEARCH METHODS

Given the large quantity of unpublished and published materials used in the scientific inquiry,
several methods were employed, as outlined below:

- Analysis of documentary sources, narratives, monographs, and general and specific works
related to the evolution of Neamt Monastery and its dependent hermitages during the
interwar period.

- Chronological method used in presenting successive temporal events related to the
economic history of the monastery and its hermitages or its missionary, cultural, and
educational history during the analyzed period.

- Comparative method, primarily used to highlight differences over time related to the
administrative-economic, missionary, and cultural situation of the monastery.
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- Statistical method, employed to complement the comparative approach with as much
precise detail as possible.

- Prosopographical method, used to outline micro-portraits of known personalities from the
monastic life at Neamt during the interwar period: abbots, superiors, spiritual fathers,
directors, and schoolteachers. Through this method, an attempt was made to capture the
emblematic, benchmark character of Neamt Monastery for any monastic community in
interwar Romania, due to its multiple activities benefiting society at large.

Starting with the discovery and understanding of historiography and existing documents, this
work was structured into four chapters, arranging all data and information chronologically and
thematically, following the research objectives of the study and confirming the working
hypotheses.
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SYNTHETIC PRESENTATION OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS CHAPTERS
CHAPTER 1
LAVRA, HERMITAGES, AND LEADERS. EDILITARY ACTIVITIES

The first chapter, titled Lavra, Hermitages, and Leaders, begins by highlighting that the
ancient voivodal foundation, Neamt Monastery, was the most endowed with land among all
monasteries in Moldova®®. Notably, only one prominent boyar, Aga Nicu Ghica, possessed a
larger land area® in Moldova than the properties of Neamt-Secu Monastery (merged until
1910). The precise founding year is unknown, but through a document from January 7, 1407,
it was granted by Metropolitan losif of Moldovlachia and his son, ,,Jo Alexandru Voievod of
the Principality of Moldova™®. This chapter establishes that Neamt Monastery, alongside
Bistrita Monastery, was a well-organized monastic settlement with communal life at the
beginning of the 15th century.

Like any significant monastery, Neamt Lavra had several hermitages established both
nearby, such as Vovidenia, Pocrov, and Icoana hermitages, and in various locations, especially
on lands donated by ruling families and faithful believers, such as Orgoiesti and Boureni.

The second section of the chapter concludes with the presentation of the relationship
between Neamt and Secu Monasteries after the union of the two monastic communities by
Staret Paisie of Neamt until 1910%. Although the communities would reunite (albeit for only
15 years) starting in 1935, under the direct guidance of Metropolitan Nicodim Munteanu.

During the interwar period, Neamt Monastery was led by seven abbots (perhaps
symbolically!) who distinguished themselves in the effective pastoral care of the monks and
the skillful administration of the monastery's wealth. The most notable abbot was Nicodim
Munteanu (who held the rank of bishop during his tenure as abbot, having previously been the
titular bishop of the Diocese of Husi). Three others, Valerie Moglan, Eugeniu Laiu, and
Victorin Ursache, went on to become hierarchs of the Romanian Orthodox Church. Nicodim
Munteanu elevated the Neamt community close to the level achieved during the abbacy of
Paisie Velicicovschi. Using archival documents, the biographies of the abbots from the
hermitages dependent on Neamt were highlighted.

A separate subchapter was dedicated to major repairs and renovations of all monastery
buildings and annexes, as well as those of the hermitages. Essential information extracted from
unpublished documents is presented, including details about new constructions erected on old
foundations, such as those of the Theological Seminary, which were destroyed by a powerful
fire on the evening of October 13-14, 1938.

% Dr. Mihai Surubaru, Proprietatea funciard din tinutul Neam..., p. 18.

4 Ibidem, pp. 18-19.

%5 Constantin Cihodaru, Ion Caprosu, Leon Simanschi (Editori), Documenta Romaniae Historica (in continuare,
DRH), vol. 1, seria A, Moldova, Bucuresti, Editura Academiei, 1975, pp. 29-30.

% SNJAN, Fond Ministirea Neamt, dosar 8/1938, f. 15.
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CHAPTER 2
PROPERTIES

The second chapter of the work first presents and analyzes the situation of Neamt
Monastery's properties between the years 1918 and 1933. The scientific approach is also based
on numerous unpublished documents. We highlight just one illustrative example in this regard:
a file registered in 1933 and kept in the archives of the Metropolitan See of lasi. This file
consists of 64 pages containing letters, addresses, memoranda, and responses related to the
situation of the lands from which the monastic settlement at Neamt was dispossessed.

A separate subchapter is dedicated to Bishop Nicodim's Memorandum regarding the
rights of the Neamtu-Secu monasteries in the use of the surrounding estate, known as the
"monastery hearth." This document was finalized after more than 10 years of labor and
document searches through the archives of the Metropolis and the State. All these efforts led
to the recovery of the surrounding estate for both Neamt and Secu Monasteries.

The last subchapter refers to the implementation of the Law regarding the reintegration
of Neamt-Secu Monastery, concerning the use of the surrounding estate, published in the
Official Gazette on April 4, 1935. Essential data related to the construction of the new facility
dedicated to educational activities, the Church Music School at Neamt Monastery, are also
inserted and analyzed in this section.
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CHAPTER 3
PASTORAL-MISSIONARY, CULTURAL, AND PHILANTHROPIC ACTIVITY

The third chapter, titled Neamt Monastery — Center of Pastoral-Missionary, Cultural,
and Philanthropic Activity during the Interwar Period, presents and critically analyzes a series
of issues lesser known to the general public. Overall, it aims to demonstrate that this monastic
establishment was a center of Orthodox Christian enlightenment for the entire Romanian
nation, a space where monks were trained and ordained as abbots and hierarchs: vicar bishops,
bishops, archbishops, metropolitans, and patriarchs.

,,Its history intertwines with the history of the people, as the rays from its shining torch
interweaved with the rays of other torches throughout the country, forming the crown and
cultural halo of our nation”, as stated by Abbot Nicodim in one of his writings. It was a place
where icon painters, miniaturists, wood sculptors, and craftsmen for church metalwork were
trained and distinguished. The monastery showed care for the elderly and the sick by
establishing pharmacies and hospitals.

Among the first miniatures in Romanian territory were written here. The renowned
school of grammar®” and calligraphy was established, led by the enlightened monk Gavriil Uric,
the author of the Tetraevangelion written in 1429, which is now in the Bodleian Library at
Oxford. Through his school and his successors, Ghervasie, Teodor Marisescul, and many other
unknown monks, the creation of the famous Neamt Library became possible.

The scholarly activity carried out here, favored both by the monastery's strong material
base and the growing need for religious books, contributed to the flourishing of culture in the
Moldavian state during its consolidation period®. The multiplication of Neamt Monastery's
material assets aimed to provide a livelihood®® for the large number of monks who lived there,
as well as to carry out all scholarly activities that undoubtedly required significant income’.
The literary notes and mentions about the Neamt Lavra, along with the princely and episcopal
books, related to the religious and cultural work of its inhabitants, invite a thorough
understanding of the monument and its residents' activities’'.

The first subchapter highlights the missionary role that Neamt Monastery had and
continued during the period of interest. The writing of books and brochures, translation of
theological and moral works carried out here, especially after the modernization of the
monastery's printing press in 1924, restored the monastic community at Neamt to one of the
most powerful and vibrant centers of cultural-religious activity.

We cannot overlook the relationships that the Neamt community had with monasteries
and theological institutions outside the country. From Neamt, religious and cult books spread
both within the country and beyond its borders. Numerous monks, some mentioned in the

%7 Joanichie Balan, Cuviosul Gavriil Uric — cel dintdi dascdl, caligraf si scriitor de opere filocalice din Moldova,
https://doxologia.ro/pateric/cuviosul-gavriil-uric-cel-dintai-dascal-caligraf-scriitor-de-opere-filocalice-din-
moldova, (accesat la 15.03.2023).

68 68 Constantin Prisnea, Mdandstirea Neamt, Bucuresti, Editura ,,Meridiane”, 1964, p. 171.

6 In anul 1937, profesorul universitar I. D. Stefinescu a tinut o conferinta la Iasi cu titlul Institutia monahismului,
in care, dupa un calcul facut dupa numele celor trecuti la Domnul de la intemeierea Manastirii Neamt pana in
1937, ar fi fost 36.000 de nume. 1. D. Stefanescu, Institutia Monahismului, Manastireca Neamt, 1937, p. 4.

0 Ibidem, p. 291.

" Ibidem, p. 291.
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subchapter Neamt Monastery and Its Connections with Monasteries Abroad, made known
Orthodoxy from these lands, as well as Romanian culture and religious traditions.

For any monastic community, culture has always been closely linked to philanthropy
and social assistance. Neamt Monastery, through its abbots, fulfilled the typical acts of the
compassionate Samaritan. The attention directed towards the suffering, the sick, and the lonely
was consistently its primary concern. The two hospitals maintained by the Neamt community,
one within the monastery and the other in Targu Neamt, alleviated suffering and brought
healing to many who were brought there. The monastery's pharmacy provided essential
medications for both the monks of Neamt and the patients in nearby towns and parishes’.

The history of education, Romanian education, as well as culture, literature, and
mentalities, owes much to religious life. Neamt Monastery established itself as one of the oldest
schools in Moldova, primarily teaching church hymns, which constituted a fundamental part
of the theological, cultural, literary, historical, artistic, and aesthetic training for future
psalmists. The psalmists of monasteries and churches were not only representative in the
musical domain but also exponents of literature. Figures like Grigore Tamblac, Filothei sin
Agai Jipei, or Macarie were prominent representatives of theological literature.

A notable comparison made by some researchers regarding the cultural role of this
monastery during the time of Stefan cel Mare likened it to modern institutions: ,,Neamt
Monastery could be assigned the title of a faculty of letters. Perhaps this is too much to say
because documents supporting this are lacking. Nevertheless, it fully deserves this glory not
only through the works it has created but also through the artists it has nurtured in its
workshops, a veritable school with an organized systematic educational process””>.

72 Inteleptul Monah Iov Burlacu — o viatd cu nddejde si o moarte plind de pace, https:/meamt. mmb.ro/inteleptul-monah-
iov-burlacu-o-viata-cu-nadejde-si-o-moarte-plina-de-pace, accesat la 23.10.2023.

3 Claudiu Paradais, Comori ale spiritualitdtii romdnesti la Putna, lasi, Editura Mitropoliei Moldovei si Sucevei,
1988, p. 4.
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CHAPTER 4

EDUCATION

This chapter was dedicated to the educational institutions within Neamt Monastery
during the period from 1918 to 1940.

In the first subchapter, as an introduction, we briefly outlined the contributions of the
monks to the development of education and culture in Neamt Monastery, emphasizing the era
of Paisie Velicicovschi, who revitalized the monastic life in Romania, Ukraine, and Russia.

The second and third subchapters highlight the achievements of theological education
at Neamt during the interwar period, based on discovered manuscripts and documents housed
in the referenced archives. An unusual aspect for a monastery was the conduct of military
school courses here, even though for a relatively short time.

The seven abbots who directed the monastery's life during the interwar period tirelessly
struggled for the reestablishment and successful operation of the theological schools they
shepherded, regardless of their various roles over time. Among them, Nicodim Munteanu stood
out, proving to be an inspired school administrator, contributing to curriculum development,
and even publishing textbooks for students. The last subchapter sheds light on the biographies
of directors and teachers who worked in the monastery's schools, revealing previously
undiscovered information. I had the pleasant surprise of examining sealed files that hadn't been
opened since before 1940, aiming to uncover details about educators mentioned in other
studies. Unfortunately, I couldn't access their biographies, but hopefully, future researchers
will reveal more about their teaching activities within Neamt Monastery's historical walls.

I extend warm thanks to all who assisted in completing this work, facilitating access to
the Archives of the Romanian Patriarchate, the Archive of the Holy Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church in Bucharest, the Archive of the Metropolis of Moldavia and Bucovina, the
"Mihai Eminescu" Central University Library in lasi, the Archives of Neamt and Secu
Monasteries, the Neamt County Directorate of the National Archives, and the "GT Kirileanu"
County Library in Piatra Neamt.

Gratitude is also due to Professor Florin Pintescu, Dean of the Faculty of History and
Geography at "Stefan cel Mare" University in Suceava, the coordinator of this work, whose
evident willingness, openness, support, and rigorous approach made this endeavor possible
from inception to completion.
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CONCLUSIONS

The primary objective of identifying key aspects of monastic life in Neamt Monastery,
compared to studies undertaken in the interwar period and those before and after the two world
wars by the mentioned authors in the bibliography, has been pursued through this work. It
should be noted that this work is subject to improvement. By examining references from
previous works and information found in the archives mentioned as primary sources, several
elements, whether novel or rarely discussed, were highlighted. Despite the information
gathered, there is no claim to have fully covered the period of interest. The groundwork
initiated in this study can be enriched with new and varied additions and interpretations
regarding the ancient monastic settlement at Neamt Monastery.

Several conclusions can be drawn from the research conducted for this work:

1. Confirming the working hypothesis, it is evident that the flame of vigil lit at Neamt
Monastery by Stephen the Great, where he erected the largest Orthodox worship edifice in
medieval Moldova, has never extinguished until today.

2. The diligence of the abbots and monks of Neamt during the interwar period was
hampered by material deficiencies. The secularization of 1859 marked a significant blow, and
promises from the State proved futile. Legal disputes and processes ensued, leading to the
monastery's deprivation of its lands and gardens near the monastic walls.

3. Neamt Monastery faced substantial dispossession of its agricultural and forested lands,
not only after the secularization of 1859 but also due to the confiscation of its forests, resulting
in lengthy conflicts with the State.

4. After World War I, another significant deprivation occurred as 150 hectares of
pastureland were expropriated based on Decree-Law No. 3697 of 1918, intended for communal
pastures. The agrarian reforms of 1918 and 1921 provided further grounds for the expropriation
of the monastery's lands.

5. Summarizing the situation, it is evident that from the mid-19th century until 1935,
Neamt and Secu Monasteries experienced significant dispossession of agricultural and forested
lands.

6. The most challenging moment was in 1920 when, after another expropriation process,
the monastery was left with only 422 hectares from the area it had since the 1859 decree.

7. The persistent defense of the monastery's rights over its land can be attributed to the
fact that the cultivation of the land, along with income from leasing, wine sales, and timber,
provided clothing and daily sustenance for the monks and pilgrims. Additionally, the
monastery supported the hospital in Targu Neamt, cared for the sick, and provided material
and financial support for the approximately 100 monks studying in the monastic seminary’*.

As a result of numerous petitions submitted by the monastery, especially by Bishop
Nicodim, in 1935, the monastery's rights over the lands (though not in their entirety) within its
precinct were restored. Looking back at the fluctuations in the recognized privileges over the
strip of land surrounding the ancient monastic settlement at Neamt, it becomes apparent that
it took the monastery 76 years’ to regain them. However, this victory was short-lived, as it

74 AMN, dosar 15/1948, p. 21.

5 Mihai Surubaru, Istoricul vetrei inconjurdatoare..., p. 131.
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lost these rights entirely after the establishment of the communist regime.

Special attention was devoted to maintaining all the buildings, annexes of the
monastery, and sketes. Abbots, as well as hegumens, carried out extensive repairs. Starting in
1925, repairs were made to the great tower of the monastery, the Stephen's Church, the kitchen,
the refectory (see Annex 26), and the seminar building. At least for the Church of the
Ascension, repair works were overseen by specialists such as architects G. Sterian and St.
Bals. The works were planned and executed by a commission from the Historical Monuments
of Romania. Unfortunately, due to financial constraints, restoration works on the church were
interrupted in 1934 and resumed and completed only after 1960.

Repairs were also conducted on other churches and chapels, including St. George, St.
John the Theologian, the Annunciation, and the Dormition. Extensive repairs were undertaken
on the building housing the printing press. The seminar building, destroyed by a devastating
fire in 1938, was rebuilt from its ashes in just two years. All these efforts reflect the
stewardship spirit of the abbots during this period. It is evident that there were good and fruitful
relations between the monastery's leadership and the members of the Spiritual and Economic
Council. Every aspect of life in the lavra was carefully considered, seeking viable solutions
and managing available resources judiciously.To maintain all aspects within the lavra with
discernment, striving to fulfill everything necessary for good order, represented a guiding
principle.

The spiritual life of the monks at Neamt Monastery, in the early and first half of the
20th century, followed the same rhythm of daily prayer and obedience, established over the
centuries. The ascetic lifestyle influenced by the Venerable Paisie Velicicovschi (1722-1794)
persisted during the interwar period and continues to manifest itself today. Among the
thousands of monks who lived here and those who spread throughout the entire Romanian
land, they conveyed this current of spiritual renewal in monastic life, seeking spiritual
improvement, and engaging in missionary and cultural activities in all monasteries and sketes
in the Romanian territories’®.

Throughout its existence, Neamt Monastery has not only engaged in activities specific
to monastic life but has also radiated Christian love by caring for the formation, cultivation,
and well-being of the spiritual and physical health of the faithful. This center of Romanian
spirituality and culture continued’’, amid the conditions of the interwar period, to remain a
cultural focal point and an important scholarly center’s.

Neamt Monastery paid close attention to and addressed everything related to the
sectarian phenomenon and anti-religious currents that proliferated throughout the country’®,
especially after World War I. The most important mission against this scourge was the writing
and printing of books, magazines, and brochures, through which improved monks strengthened
Orthodox teachings, providing explanations for all religious challenges. Every year, after 1922,
at least 4-5 instructional books were published, supporting the missionary activities undertaken
by the Orthodox Church through its dioceses, monasteries, and parishes.

76 Chesarie Cheorghescu, op. cit.,p. 69.

77 Nestor Vornicescu, op. cit.,p. 86.

78 Joan Ivan, Scarlat Porcescu, op. cit., p. 82.
7 Petru Godescu, op. cit., pp. 49-53.
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Serving as a religious and national cultural institution in the midst of the Romanian
people, Neamt Monastery continued its printing activity with new machines and presses. After
1924, hundreds of books were printed, fulfilling its cultural and missionary role as established
by its founders and predecessors. The numerous copies preserved in the Neamt Monastery
library, the multitude of copies distributed beyond the country's borders in various Orthodox
spaces, and the rich correspondence of the abbots with authorities and various individuals are
living proof of the intense cultural activities taking place in the Neamt lavra.

For Neamt Monastery, the social dimension was an integral part of its existence. The
guesthouse, represented by the infirmary and hospice within the monastery, as well as the
hospital built and maintained by the lavra in Targu Neamt, cared for hundreds of patients and
mentally ill individuals.The monastery pharmacy played a significant role in the healing of the
patients admitted here.

The Neamt Monastery supported the Romanian armed forces, not only with material aid
but especially by allocating houses and spaces within the monastery fortress for organizing
hospitals for the wounded. Like other monasteries and parishes, the monks from Neamt
organized collections, fulfilling their duty as good Samaritans during those times of severe
trials, always demonstrating human solidarity. Moreover, there was an openness to
accommodate the logistics of the School of Artillery on the monastery grounds at the end of
1918.

During the interwar period, all the abbots demonstrated the desire and commitment to
reestablish the seminary and support existing schools. Ensuring that every monk or brother in
the monastery had an education was a priority. Despite the material difficulties that followed
World War I, the monastery managed to support and develop the work of monks in various
trades such as typographers, bookbinders, iconographers, sculptors, tailors, masons,
blacksmiths, cobblers, etc., dedicated to the mission of the Orthodox Church.

Material shortages during the interwar period did not prevent the monastery from having
an educational institution. The school at Neamt Monastery, even under its various names during
the relevant period, could be considered among the first five theology schools in the country.
All the abbots of Neamt Monastery were teachers and even directors, aiming for the students
to develop a love for learning. Among them, Nicodim Munteanu was the most fervent abbot
and supporter of the Monastic Seminary of Neamt, especially as he envisioned the
reconstruction of its building after the 1938 fire, akin to an academic edifice.

By bringing back the surrounding land to the territories that belonged to Neamt
Monastery, after numerous efforts with the State and the King, the material and financial
support necessary for the proper functioning of the formative and moralizing process offered
to young people by the existing theological school was facilitated.

We consider that Neamt Monastery, during the period between the two World Wars, remained
a true flame of religious life and Romanian culture. The monastic community proved to be a living
example of steadfastness in tumultuous times, preserving with sanctity the Orthodox and Romanian
spirit of its predecessors. Through the remarkably fruitful activity of the schools within the Neamt
Monastery premises, individuals with high moral and intellectual training were formed, contributing
to the development of education and national culture.

As a concise conclusion, we mention that all the research hypotheses stated in the Introduction
of this thesis have been fully confirmed by the investigations conducted within this thesis. Thus, we
have the following synthetic situation:
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The oldest monastery in Moldova (1407) continues to be an important monastery in
Greater Romania.

The situation of its properties worsened after the official separation from Secu Monastery
(1909) and continued to deteriorate during the interwar period but gradually improved
between 1935-1940.

The cultural activities of the Neamt Monastery experienced a moment of flourishing during
the interwar period.

Education at the Neamt Monastery followed the Paisian traditions, diversified them, and
opened up to cooperation with the world and secular teachers.
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